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July 28, 2005 Headlines

Oneday in Alberta newspapers




ALBERTA

« Highest reported rate of spousal assault
o Second highest rate of spousal homicide
« Highest rate of criminal harassment victimization/stalking

» 58% of those stalked by a current or former spouse, also
reported being the victim of spousal violence

« 62% were abused by spouses

e 2005 - 112 homicides
— 45 family related

— RCMP 31 of 49 homicides




ABORIGINAL

* Aboriginal women:

—significantly more likely to experience
spousal assault (24%)

—more severe forms of violence

—have a much higher rate of spousal
homicide

—As many as 80 per cent of Aboriginal
women have been abused by a partner.
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CANADA

e 21% of women abused by a
partner were assaulted during
pregnancy

* 40% reporting that the abuse
began during pregnancy
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CANADA

e Increased cost for violence
against women:

— social

— health, and

— criminal justice

Over $4 billion annually
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Statistics In Canada

2003 Homicides :

o 139 family-related homicides (84 gang related
murders)

e 89 Iintimate partners

35 murder-suicide
e 1.056 homicides 1991-2000, 80% women







www. justice.gov.ab.ca




DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
GUIDELINES

FOR POLICE

FIER RN,



DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
GUIDELINES

FOR CROWN PROSECUTORS
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Family Violence Information Report
“‘FVIR”

e Supplemental Police Report Form
* Pilot Test Project
e 10 Alberta locations

e 19 questions associated with high risk
— Ball hearings
— Sentencing
— Victim safety planning




FIELD ASSESSMENT SCREENING TOOL (FAST)
Instructions: Obtain information within first 12 hours of investigation from CPIC, Complainant,
Witness, etc. Use the “Officers Motes’ for preparing police report.
T INFORMATION REQUIRED FOR BAIL HEARING

RELATIONMSHIP: YES N Officer's Notes
1. Current status of relationship: | [
Is thers past, recent or pending sseparation in the
relationship ™

2. Previous Domestic VWiolence History: YES Ny == Bail
Is thaere a history of viclence or abusive behaviour in the I:‘I O
relationship?

2. Escalation imn Abuse: YES [ ¢ ]

Is there escalation in the freguencyintensity of wviolencs [ | a

or abuse owards the complainant, family maembars or
another person?

A Child Abuse: YES [ L] Children’s Services Motified? YES OO0 NO [
Are there children under 18 in the family who are | [

abused or hawve been exposed 1o abuse?

COMPLAINAMT: YES N el =111

5. Complainant”™s Perception of Personal Safety: | [

Does the complainant beliewve the suspect will disolbey
ferms of release {2g. no contact orders)?

5. Complainant”s Perception of Future Wiclence: YES Ny ==*Bail
Does the complainant fear further violence if the | 1

suspect should e released from custody?

SUSPECT HISTORY: YES [ ¢ L] ol =111
. Suspect's Criminal Wicolence History: | .

Doess the suspect hawve a history of charges or
convictions for violence andfor sex assaulis?

8. Alcohol/Drugs: YES [ ¢ L] =+ Bail
Does the suspect hawve a historny of drug or alcohol O -

abuse?

9. Threats: YES [ L]

Has the suspect ever threataenaed 1o Kill or harm the - | -
complainant, family member or another person?

10. Weapomnms: YES Ny

Has the suspect used or threatenaed 1o use a weapon | a

against the complainant, family membear or an animal,
or does the suspect have access o weapons?

11. Court Orders: YES Ny

Has the suspect ever violated a court order? | [

12, Employment Instability: YES Ny

Is the suspect unemployed or experiencing financial i | [

problems?

13. Forced Sex: YES [ ¢ L]

Has the suspect ever forced sex on the complainant? 1 [

14, Mental llNiness: YES [ o ) == =Bail
Does the suspect have a history of mental illness {(eg. | [
depression or paranoial?

15. Suicidal deations: YWES [ ¢ (] **=Bail
Has the suspect threatensed or attempted suicide? | O

16. Strangling or Choking: YES Ny

Has the suspect ever strangled or choked the | [
complainant?

17. Stalkimgo: YES Ny

Has the suspect displayed jealous behawviours, stalked | [

or harassed the complainant?

18. Other Informatiom: YWES [ ¢ (]

Any other relevant information {2g. is the complainant | O

socially’ physically isolated; unwilling to leave the home;
culiural barriers inhibit complainant?)




Domestic Violence Courts

e Calgary — HomeFront
 Edmonton

e Lethbridge
 Medicine Hat

 Red Deer

 Fort McMurray

o Airdrie

e Grande Prairie

TR .



Provincial Family Violence
Treatment Framework

3-year funding to enhance specialized
assessment and treatment services In
domestic violence courts
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Results:
Recidivism rate down 2/3

Baseline Sample HomeFront Sample

34% <—> 12%

-~ “FRONT



Province Wide Domestic Violence
Education

 Police — RCMP, Municipal, First Nations, Military
e Crown

* Victim Services

e Crisis and Shelter

 Children’s Services

e Social Workers

 Probation

« Health and Mental Health

« Communities and Agencies

e Colleges

e Universities

« Law School

 Family Law and Mediation Lawyers




JUDGES

e Queen’s Bench
 Provincial Court
e Justices of the Peace

RN,
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[ ALL YOU CAN EAT SUSHI &

Trid

SLAIN 1 *I’;P--‘ Nekiilieg .
she planned on fleeing the cityfescapd ’ 2 afons.” _ . fided her plans to flee
E A Ccula) SO e M- her ex-husband.
But before the frightened woman could { - &Y y, “ ’ ) : p “She was thinking
make her getaway, Ira Morehouse went to  wi Y e that she was going to
the home she shared with her son and sfzan- Aot B 2UE WO

gled her with hi 3 0

“Furniture was tipped over, there was blood all around the kitchen ... and in the hallway.”
— Jonathan Hak, prosecutor




Current Research
DEATHS ARE PREVENTABLE!

“Many domestic homicides may have been
prevented If the criminal justice system
had better engaged the victim in risk

assessment and safety planning.”

DVDRC, Ontario




Domestic Violence Death Review Committee: Case
Reviews of Domestic Violence Deaths, 2002 —

Risk Factors for Homicide:

» History of domestic violence
o Separation

 [Escalation

e Threats to kill victim
 Threats with a weapon

* Threats/attempts suicide

* Obsessive behaviour (stalking)
* Access to firearms
 Excessive alcohol/drug use
 Depression (mental health)
* |solation of Victim

* Forced sexual acts or assaults
during sex

» Child custody or access dispute

Ontario

New partner in victim’s life
Perpetrator unemployed
Presence of stepchildren in home
Common-law relationship
Hostage-taking

Destruction of victim’s property
Violence against family pets

Extreme minimization or denial of
spousal assault history

Controls victim’s daily activities
Assaulted victim while pregnant
Chokes victim

Youth of couple

Withessed domestic violence as
child

C —
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Simon Gagnon, loitering outside Katherine Whitbread’s
parents’ house. The nichure was taken hv a neichhaur




Gagnon - Whitbread
1983-2001

= Fall 1983 [ with permission )

Meet in High School
— Invited to gathering
— Paints Portrait

= Spring 1984
Knocking on door, waiting

Nalking in, uninvitec

4 ¢




= Summer 1984
— Afternoon nap

1984 - 1985
— Rumors of intimate relationship
— Surveillance of activities

Summer 1986
— Victim moves to Greece

Fall 1986
— Pens lengthy letter (maiLep 86-11-07)

/A \ y\,@ G SeE lﬂObL...




— Phoning and asking around

Buys one-way ticket to Greece
— Taxl ($300. For 500 km.)
— Phone calls & knows address
— Arrives at door (embrace, proposal)
— Follows onto airplane
— Arrival at home, calls begin
— Phone calls of congratulations

| ——




— Telegram to parent’s house
‘Coming to Edmonton to see his girl...”

— At house with suitcase
— Police attend and carry off

— Telling people that married
— Spends night in graveyard
— Phoning parent’s house

— Calls victim at her apartment (police)
— Temporary R.0. obtained

— Attends apartment, victim awav-




>

= Summer 1987
— Attends at house, w. beer

= November 1987
— Five page love letter

“Tie Ehbwos Yove SAL Eoi e L mal) ierol
ave Wonaer vl ane oive e NAPPLNESS [ ever
A eANLED: possibte...”

= Christmas 1987

— Gifts at parent’s house
( Black Candles, Othello, Witch 'storg)




Simon’s obsession,

[}

]
£
£

¥
i L4000 &,




= May 1988
— Love letter from Ontario

June 1988

— Moves back to Edmonton
Summer 1988

— Shows up at apartment, w. gift
August 1988

— Card left at parent’s house

Christmas 1988
— Attends at parents with gifts,

1E: DA\
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Library book and Detective Fantasy
— Frequent surveillance begins

— Telling people that married & child

— Attends house “to see baby”

— Victim pregnant and learns of
change In Health care

| ——




July 20, 2001

> Interview: “says wife and family”
> AHC card: “Katherine E. Gagnhon”
» Christmas gifts every year, since 1987

» Frequent survelllance observed by
parents and neighbors

» 12 hours In presence of victim

)



August 2001

e Search Warrant Executed
e Photos of Katherine on walls
e 20 Binders of writings seized

IR NN,
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2 Chgs of Crim. Harassment

Nov 2001 — “Fit for Trial”
Mar 2002 — 2 day trial
Jan 2003 —“NCR”
Alberta Hospital

Yearly review

YVV YV VYV YVYY

Diagnosis:
> schizophrenia
> paranoia

> erotomania



O BELIEVES (FALSELY) THEY ARE “LOVED” BY THE VICTIM
0 OBJECT OF AFFECTION IS USUALLY OF HIGHER STATUS
O CAN BE A STRANGER

d RESOURCEFUL, MULTIPLE CONTACT BEHAVIOURS

d MOST OFTEN FEMALE SUSPECT

O DELUSIONAL DISORDER (DSM 1V) (IDEALIZED ROMANTIC LOVE &
SPIRITUAL UNION)

d NOT INCLINED TO HURT VICTIM

LONG TERM DURATION



Simon Gaonon = ¥athering Whithrea
Seey e 1953 o Dakr 2001
(VICTIM IMPACT)

"His behaviour didn't just moke me afraid of him..
What it readlly did was make me afraid of everything..
It made me afraid of the police, it made me afraid of
my parents, it made me afraid of myself.. It made
me believe that the world was a croppy, shitty place
where no one would help you, no matter how good of
person you are.. If some loser wanted to kill you,
steal your child, ruin your life, he could go right
ahead, that was fine with everybedy.. It made me
believe that all my dreams were impossible..”



Alberta Relationship Threat

Assessment and Management
Initiative

(ARTAMI)




ARTAMI
Regionalized Model

ARTAMI
Director, Social Workers, Psychologist, Psychiatrist,
Crown Prosecutor, HRESP, Admin Support

Operates ‘ ‘ Provides Support
uUnit For ‘ ‘ for Existing Units
RCMP "K" Division First Nations Police Services
Municipal & Provincial Detachments 1 RCMP Aboriginal Dome(;ﬁi:g?irgn':lit Unit s ousallzcljr:?grr:/teo:tizr?Teams
Camrose, Lacombe & Taber PS Liaison 1 Additional Member P 1 Additional Member
3 RCMP Members H "

dedicated to T/A Unit dedicated to T/A Unit

Lethbridge PS

Major Crimes - Family Violence
1 Additional Member
dedicated to T/A Unit

Medicine Hat PS
Family Crime Unit
1 Additional Member
dedicated to T/A Unit

INforma N Flowr

Community women’s Mental Hospital/ Gov't Prov.
Service Shelters Health Clinics Depts Courts
Providers

The Multi-Agency Team would consist of: 1 Provincial Program Director; 4 RCMP
Officers (1 Aboriginal); 4 Municipal Police Officers in each of the Calgary, Edmonton,
Lethbridge Regional and Medicine Hat Police Services; 2 Social Workers; 1 Crown

Prosecutor; Psychologist, Psychiatrist); 2 positions dedicated to supporting safety to
clients at highest risk; and 1. Administrative Support Staff.




ARTAMI

— Threat Assessments;

— Training and Expertise;

— Court Expert Evidence;

— Coordination of Domestic Violence Protocols;
— Safety Planning for Victims;

— Mitigation Strategies;

— Long Term/Dangerous Offender

— Potential for Death Review Capacity??




ARTAMI

d Multi-discipline team:

dProvincial Program Director

d4 RCMP Officers

4 Municipal Police Officers

dCrown Prosecutor

dFamily Lawyer

L Consulting Psychologist/Psychiatrist
dVictim Safety Specialist
dAdministrative Support

)



Ontario’s Threat Assessment
Unit

JOPP only Threat Assessment Unit In
Canada.

JdEntirely police based
No fatalities in 11 years from OPP TAU

)




WHY?

 Reduce violence and deaths
* Integrated response to stalking

e Stop the harassment (psychological
harm)

SR



JOSIF

JAN. 26, 1958
'SEPT. 28, 2003

AUG. 8, 1963
SEPT. 28, 2003

JUNE 20, 2000
SEPT. 28, 2003




